
Buckinghamshire New University 

Programme Specification Page 1 

 

 

Programme Specification 
A Programme Specification provides a concise summary of the main features of a programme and its 

intended learning outcomes. It is intended to be used by prospective students, current students, 

academic staff and potential employers. 
 

Programme Title: 

MA Wigs, hair and Make-up for Fashion and the Arts 

Programme (AOS) Code(s): MA1WHM1 

UCAS Code:  

Name of Final Award: Master of Arts, MA 

Level of Qualification: Level 7 

Regime of Delivery: Attendance 

Mode(s) of Delivery: Full Time 

Typical Length of Study (Years): 1 Year 

Professional Body Recognition 
/ Accreditation (including 
specific requirements where 
applicable): 

N/A 

 

Brief Description of the Programme 

The Hair and Make-up industries use a range of skills and materials to enhance and elevate design 
in fashion, media and the arts. The course develops an experimental approach to the art of wigs 
and postiche, where, through an understanding of the use of different types, characteristics and 
application of hair, materials and fabrics, practitioners can design and sculpt abstract and avant- 
garde creations to an advanced level. With concepts underpinned by critical understanding, 
students can combine these designs with various innovative make-up applications and skills to 
create designs suitable for all arenas of the performance world. 

 

The MA programme is designed to equip students with advanced technical skills in wig making, 
hair styling and make-up, to enable career progression within a wide range of sectors within the 
arts and media industries in the UK and internationally. Students will develop enhanced research 
skills and critical thinking to enable the completion of innovative designs underpinned by strong 
historical, social and cultural influences, suitable for a wide range of audiences. Contextual studies 
will deepen the critical and theoretical exploration of design, embedding the ways in which social 
and cultural identity are integral to hair and make-up design. 

 
Working alongside industry professionals from a range of disciplines, this course will expand 
student’s professional knowledge, increasing their employability across all media platforms, to 
include fashion editorial, film and television, and theatre. 

 

The course will further develop students’ entrepreneurial skills, emphasising the importance of 
cultivating a network of associates and contacts not just in the Hair and Make-up departments 
but across all modalities in the industry sector; emphasising the importance of contractual 
obligations and how this can affect social and digital self- promotion. 
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Programme Aims 

1 Provide industry standard technical skills and associated theoretical knowledge to enable 
students to create and conceptualise innovative and expressive designs suitable for all genres 
within the hair and make-up, media and artistic industries. 

2 Provide students with key strategies and professional industry guidance to improve career 
prospects and enhance employability. 

3 Provide students with a critical and contextual understanding of core subject matter and 
extensive research techniques to enhance and enable critical design conceptualisation and 
realisation. 

4 Enable students to understand a range of professional arenas and the differing applications 
of each technique and skill developed within ever-evolving industry parameters. 

5 Enable students to produce designs that are suitable and practical for industry requirements. 

 

Programme Learning Outcomes 
The Bucks Graduate Attributes focus on the development of innovative leaders in professional and 

creative capacities, who are equipped to operate in the 21st Century labour market and make a 

positive impact as global citizens. The attributes are developed through the programme. 
 

ID Learning Outcome 

On successful completion of the programme a graduate will be able to: 

Graduate Attribute: Knowledge and its application (K) 

K1 Develop a comprehensive understanding of the practical applications of wig and postiche 
making and its importance within the media hair and makeup industry 

K2 Apply a range of research methodologies across creative practices suitable for all areas of 
the media and art industries 

K3 Describe, theorise, interpret and evaluate historical, contemporary and cultural hair and 
make-up texts and images from a technical perspective using appropriate subject specific 
vocabulary 

K4 Synthesise and collate research to develop and produce innovative designs approved by 
industry professionals 

K5 Demonstrate high technical understanding and ability in the art of hair styling and make-up 

Graduate Attribute: Creativity (C) 

Students will also explore the importance of working ethically; developing a firm understanding of 
sustainable practices and the environmental impact of the industry on the wider community. The 
choice of appropriate materials and methods of recycling in the design and creation processes 
form an integral part of the curriculum. 

 
The course will be taught between BNU’s High Wycombe campus with its extensive facilities and 
resources and the University’s base at the iconic Pinewood Studios, considered to be one of the 
world’s leading film and television studios. Students that are part of this programme will also 
enjoy the experience of being part of the Pinewood community and be able to participate in some 
activities the Studios can offer outside regular working hours, such as screenings, industry talks 
and networking events. 
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C1 Comprehend the interplay between creative and critical enquiry in the discipline 

C2 Realise the possibilities of a script, score and other textual and documentary sources 

C3 Take responsibility as an individual artist, for creative decision making in an ever evolving 
dynamic industry 

C4 Initiate, develop and realise distinctive and creative work within various forms, working 
under the industry constraints 

Graduate Attribute: Social and ethical awareness and responsibility (S) 

S1 Collate and research alternative and recyclable materials to reduce the carbon footprint 
within the subject specific area 

S2 Critically analyse an awareness of social, ethical and legal requirements needed for 
industry practices 

S3 Comprehensively understand the nature of the creative industries in the UK and its 
relationship and impact worldwide. 

S4 Apply rigorous health and safety regulations to ensure a safe professional working 
environment 

Graduate Attribute: Leadership and self-development (L) 

L1 Work productively and professionally in a group or team, showing abilities at different times 
to listen, contribute and lead effectively. 

L2 Employ appropriate digital media and information technologies to create, develop and 
present work. 

L3 Manage personal workloads, meet deadlines, negotiate and pursue goals with others 

L4 Articulate ideas and communicate information comprehensibly in visual, physical, oral, digital 
and textual forms with appropriate scholarly and professional registers/conventions 

 

Programme Structure 
Programmes are structured in stages. The number of stages will vary depending on the mode (e.g. 

full-time, part-time), duration and location of study which will be detailed in the Programme 

Handbook. 

Modules are set at a specific academic level and listed as either core (compulsory) or optional. The 

level indicates the relative academic difficulty which will increase through the programme. Passing 

modules will reward you with academic credit. The amount of credits will depend on the complexity 

of the module and the level of effort required, which is measured in ‘notional learning hours’. 

Our Academic Advice webpages provide more information on the structure of taught awards offered 

by the University. 

Please note: Not all option modules will necessarily be offered in any one year. Other option modules 

may also be introduced at a later stage enabling the programme to respond to sector developments. 
 

Level 7 
 

Code Module Title Credit Core / 
Option 

Compensable 
(Normally Yes) 

AD726 Dissertation 40 C No 

AD733 Wig making: Technical skills and construction 40 C Yes 

AD734 Avant-Garde Hair and Make-up Design 20 C Yes 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/course-structure-and-regulations/how-your-course-is-structured
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There are additional costs associated with your studies, which require planning and consideration 
when budgeting for expenditure. Costs are indicative and for the total length of the course shown 
(unless otherwise stated) and will increase with inflation. They may include equipment, printing 
costs, books, project materials, study trips, work-based learning activities, DBS checks, graduation 
costs etc. 

 

AD725 Professional Practice 20 C Yes 

AD727 Final Major project 60 C No 

 

Learning and Teaching Activities 
Please see the Academic Advice pages for a description of learning and teaching activities that are 

recognised by the University. Detailed information on this specific programme is outlined below: 
 
 

The MA Wigs, Hair and Make-up for Fashion and the Arts course encompasses a wide range of 
teaching, learning and assessment methods. 

 

Lectures and seminars, delivered by academics and industry specialists to develop their critical 
thinking and support a deeper understanding of the cultural/social and theoretical research 
needed to accomplish innovative designs and concepts. 

 
Practical masterclasses and workshops, led by professionals within industry aimed at extending 
existing knowledge and working to professional style briefs and budget constraints. 

 
Students will be expected to independently study and prepare for assessments outside of 
timetabled activities in the form of: 

 

• Extensive research and reading in preparation for seminars and workshop design 
activities 

• Independent studio work guided by workshop technicians 

• Independent study in preparation for assignments and academic submissions 

• Visit to museums, galleries and exhibitions. 
 

Support and guidance will be provided in the following areas 

• Essay writing 

• Portfolio creation 

• Presentation and oral skills 

• Entrepreneurial Skills. 
 
 

 

Additional Course Costs 

There are costs associated with all studies, additional to the tuition fee, which require consideration, 

when planning and budgeting for expenditure. Costs are indicative and for the total length of the 

course shown unless otherwise stated and will increase with inflation; depending on the programme 

they may include equipment, printing, project materials, study trips, placement activities, DBS 

and/or other security checks. 
 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/course-structure-and-regulations/learning-and-teaching-activities
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The following assessment activities are used on this programme: 
 

• Reports, Essays and dissertations – Written documents based on research and development 
centred around a specific brief or criteria 

• Development sketchbooks – Cataloguing the design process from research to completion 
(including digital blogs) 

• Practical Skills – working to pre-assigned briefs students will be assessed on their outcomes to 
professional standard outputs, essential to achieving a successful career. 

• Portfolio – Creating a visual portfolio of their work essential for promotion when meeting 
prospective employers. Students will be taught different processes and assessed on their 
outcomes by a professional panel. 

• Presentation – Oral skills are paramount in this industry, presentation pitches for designing 
opportunities, leading a team to produce cohesive professional outcomes, dealing with 
actors, models and directors. Students will be guided and assessed on their presentation skills 
throughout the degree. 

• Group and collaborative work – teamwork is essential in the media industries as hair and 
make-up are just a small area in a much bigger arena. Students will be assessed on their 
ability to work cohesively within a larger team. 

 
Assessments are designed to reflect industry working protocols and requirements, students will 
be required to complete various written, presentation and practical tasks designed to ensure the 
student is industry prepared. As well as lecturer feedback, students are expected to self and peer 
assess and are encouraged to be critical and reflective towards their own and others work. 

 

 
 

Contact Hours 

1 unit of credit is the equivalent of 10 notional learning hours. Full time undergraduate students 

study 120 credits (1200 hours) and full-time postgraduate students study 180 credits (1800 hours) 

per year or ‘stage’ of the course. 
 

Course Stage Scheduled Activities 
(Hours) 

Guided Independent 
Study (Hours) 

Placement / Study Abroad / 
Work Based Learning (Hours) 

Year 1 500 1300  

 

Assessment Methods 

The Assessment and Examination webpages provide further information on how assignments are 

marked and moderated, including a description of assessment activities. These also include further 

information about how feedback on assessed work is provided to students, including our 

commitment to ensure this is provided to students within 15 working days (the ‘three-week 

turnaround’). 
 

Costs of study trips in the UK may be between £100-£150. 
We will provide materials for demonstration purposes but students will be expected to supply 
their own hair and make-up kit plus any extra tools identified that are essential for you to 
complete your studies, the cost of which is around £500. 
All consumables required to undertake assessments as well as for the final major project must be 
supplied by the student. You are also advised to enlist the support of family and friends to act as 
models where required, bearing in mind their costs for travel etc. 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/assessment-and-examination
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Applicants who wish to apply should have one of the following qualifications or skills: 
A BA Hons degree in Hair and Make-up (minimum 2:1) 
A level 5 qualification such as a HND in a relevant discipline (Merit or higher) with a minimum 2 
years’ experience working in industry. 
Minimum of 5 years industry experience in theatre, fashion, film, television. 
Applicants should have good knowledge of wig and hair dressing, and makeup techniques. 
Applications are welcome from those who may not possess formal entry qualifications, mature 
students, or with qualifications different to those listed but who possess industry experience. 
For applicants who show potential at interview, but who may not meet all the requirements for 
entry, will be required to undertake a short summer bridging course to improve technical 
knowledge; as well as an academic writing exercise to develop research skills. 
 
Academic skills will be a free online essay and research project, supported by Tutors and with 
extensive detailed feedback . 
 
Practical skills Bridging course will consist of a 3 day course either make-up or hair/wig related, 
held at our High Wycombe Campus – Cost £400.00 

 
International students will be interviewed online and are required to send an electronic portfolio 
prior to interview. Refer to the University’s website for required IELTS score. 

 

 
 

Classification 
 

Calculation of final award: Year 1 – Level 7 – 100% 

For full details of assessment regulations for all taught programmes please refer to our Results 

webpages. These include the criteria for degree classification. 
 

Admissions Requirements 
Please see the Application webpages for more information on how to apply, including a statement 

on how we support students from a variety of backgrounds. Please also see our general entry 

requirements for taught programmes. Applicants who do not meet our published entry 

requirements are encouraged to contact our admissions team for further advice and guidance. 
 

Typical applicant profile and any programme-specific entry requirements 
 

Formative feedback is a vital part of the learning process, in lectures and workshop sessions 
feedback and feedforward will include verbal and written elements, identifying strengths and 
areas for improvement. Any grades indicated at this point are to help guide and inform the 
student about their progress and do not form part of the final module grade. 

 
Summative assessments take place at the end of the module and students will receive detailed 
written feedback and in practical sessions verbal and written feedback will be supplied. All 
submitted work will be assessed against the modules learning outcomes and grades given will be 
based on the assessment criteria. 
In group work, peer evaluations are taken into consideration when marking summative 
assessments. 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/results
https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/results
https://bucks.ac.uk/applying-to-bucks
https://bucks.ac.uk/applying-to-bucks/general-entry-requirements
https://bucks.ac.uk/applying-to-bucks/general-entry-requirements
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Students could gain employment in a range of fields to include, film and television, theatre, 
fashion and editorial, wig makers, private commissions and shop window installations. 
With the advancement of online platforms such as Instagram and TikTok, hair and make-up 
applications are becoming art forms with many people finding lucrative opportunities in this area. 
Wig Maker 
Wig Assistant 
Head of Wigs 
Wig Supervisor 
Key Hairdresser/make-up Artist 
Hair/Make-up supervisor 
Crowd Hair and Make-up supervisor 
Hair/Make-up designer 
Bespoke wig designer for shop installations 
Make-up and Hair influencer 

 

Do applicants required a 
Disclosure and Barring Service 
(DBS) Check? 

No 

 

Opportunities for students on successful completion of the programme 
 

 

Recognition of Prior Learning 

Previous study, professional and / or vocational experiences may be recognised as the equivalent 

learning experience and permit exemption from studying certain modules. Please refer to our Credit 

Accumulation webpages for further guidance. 
 

Student Support 
During the course of their studies, students will be supported in the following ways: 

• At the start of their studies all students will receive a full induction to the programme which will 

include introduction to the staff responsible for delivering the course, and access to library and 

IT facilities 

• The Programme Handbook will outline the exact nature of the course and how it is structured, 

including the availability of option modules 

• Each student will be allocated a Personal Tutor who will support their academic development, 

be able to advise and guide them with their studies and, where necessary, give advice on study 

options 

• Students will be able to access our full range of support services, including the Learning 

Development Unit for skills and study support, the Library, the Careers and Employability Team, 

Student Finance Team, Accommodation and Counselling Services 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/managing-your-studies/credit-accumulation
https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/managing-your-studies/credit-accumulation
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Appendices 
 

Quality Assurance 
 

Awarding Body: Bucks New University 

Language of Study: English 

QAA Subject Benchmark 
Statement(s): 

Art & Design (2019) 
Master’s Degree Characteristics Statement (2020) 

Assessment Regulations: Academic Assessment Regulations, accessible via the 
Academic Advice webpages 
(https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice) 

Does the Fitness to Practise 
procedure apply to this 
programme? 

No 

Ethics Sub-committee Art & Design Ethics Sub-Committee 

Date Published / Updated: September 2022 

 

Other awards available on programme (Exit Qualifications) 

Please refer to the Academic Qualifications Framework for Exit Qualifications recognised by the 

University and credit and module requirements. 
 

Name of Exit Qualification: Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) 

Full name of Qualification 
and Award Title: 

PGCert in Wigs, Hair and Make-Up for Fashion and the Arts 

Credits requirements: 60 Credits 

Module requirements: AD733, AD734 

Learning Outcomes 

Evaluate final design outcomes against professional standards, sustainable solutions, and 
contextual research, identifying clear pathways for future development and improvement 

Demonstrate an understanding of the materials and techniques required to create avant-garde 
hair and make-up designs 

Apply a range of traditional and modern techniques and skills to create an innovative, original 
conceptual design based on a professional standard brief 

Critically evaluate their final design in relation to the artistic platform it has been created for, 
reflecting on areas for development 

 
 
 
 

Name of Exit Qualification: Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) 

Full name of Qualification 
and Award Title: 

PGDip in Wigs, Hair and Make-Up for Fashion and the Arts 

Credits requirements: 120 Credits 

https://bucks.ac.uk/students/academicadvice


Buckinghamshire New University 

Programme Specification Page 9 

 

 

 

Module requirements: AD733, AD734, AD725, AD726 

Learning Outcomes 

Critically apply their understanding of relevant techniques to the development of hair and wig 
pieces suitable for creating contemporary or period hair designs, demonstrating their ability to 
deal with complex issues systematically and creatively 

Implement design and production tasks at a professional level, demonstrating self-direction and 
originality 

Evaluate final design outcomes against professional standards, sustainable solutions, and 
contextual research, identifying clear pathways for future development and improvement 

Critically evaluate their final design in relation to the artistic platform it has been created for, 
reflecting on areas for development 

Apply a range of approaches to research including a detailed and developed analysis of relevant 
research methodologies. 

Critically develop a sustained thesis or argument, exercising critical/analytical judgement and 
historical/theoretical as well as social and ethical awareness. 

Work independently and creatively, making effective use of the tutorial support and a range of 
learning resources available 

Critically evaluate appropriate information sources which support their practice, evidencing the 
ability to comprehensively record and evaluate their personal and professional skills 
development. 

Work collaboratively to plan a creative project 

 


